Resolution of Doiia Ana County
Resolution No. 2017-61

A RESOLUTION AFFIRMING SUPPORT FOR THE
ORGAN MOUNTAINS-DESERT PEAKS NATIONAL MOUNUMENT
AND STRONGLY OPPOSING ANY REDUCTION OF THE MOUNUMENT
AND ITS AREAS OF PROTECTION

WHEREAS, Dofia Ana County government exists to enhance the health, safety, and general
wellbeing for all residents as determined by law and community interests; and

WHEREAS, a portion of Federal lands within Dofia Ana County have been designated as the
Organ Mountains-Desert Peaks National Monument by Presidential Proclamation under the
authority of the Antiquities Act of 1906; and

WHEREAS, the Presidential Proclamation sets forth that protection of the Organ Mountains-
Desert Peaks area is intended to “...preserve its cultural, prehistoric, and historic legacy and
maintain its diverse array of natural and scientific resources, ensuring that the prehistoric,
historic, and scientific values of this area remain for the benefit of all Americans;” and

WHEREAS, the Organ Mountains-Desert Peaks National Monument provides a place where
residents of and visitors to Dofia Ana County can connect with their history, hunt, hike and
camp, and experience solitude and unparalleled natural wonders; and

WHEREAS, the Organ Mountains-Desert Peaks National Monument has gained international
recognition for Dofia Ana County, increased visitation to the region, and expanded economic
opportunities for local businesses; and

WHEREAS, the lands and vistas of the Organ Mountains-Desert Peaks National Monument are
inextricably linked to the identity and quality of life in Dofia Ana County and to preservation of
our rich multi-cultural traditions; and

WHEREAS, community support for the monument is strong and continues to build on more
than 30 years of input from a diverse coalition of residents, small business owners, elected
officials, Native American tribes, sportsmen, veterans, faith leaders, and civic organizations; and

WHEREAS, the presidential proclamation establishing the Organ Mountains-Desert Peaks
National Monument maintains long-standing uses of the area and jurisdictions including but not
limited to hunting, recreation, tribal access to religious and cultural sites, grazing, valid and
existing mineral rights, existing rights-of-way, law enforcement operations, military overflights,
management of wildlife by the State of New Mexico, management of state inholdings by the
State of New Mexico, and tribal rights; and



WHEREAS, the Presidential Proclamation only applies to federal lands within the monument
boundary and, by Federal law, privately owned parcels within the boundary of the Organ
Mountains-Desert Peaks National Monument are not subject to the provisions of the Presidential
Proclamation and have legally protected access and use of those parcels; and

WHEREAS, to carry out the purposes of the monument, the Presidential Proclamation directs
that the Bureau of Land Management “...shall prepare and maintain a management plan for the
monument and shall provide for maximum public involvement in the development of that plan
including, but not limited to, consultation with tribal, State and local governments;” and

WHEREAS, the Board of County Commissioners of Dofla Ana County has previously
expressed strong support for designation of the Organ Mountains-Desert Peaks National
Monument and continues to believe that the monument significantly enhances future possibilities

for our region; and

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Dofia Ana County Board of County

Commissioners does hereby:
e Affirm its continued support of the Organ Mountains-Desert Peaks National Monument;

e Strongly oppose any reduction, rescission, or attempt to harm the Organ Mountains-
Desert Peaks National Monument; and
e Support the continued protection under law of valid existing rights including private

property rights.

AND MAY IT BE FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Commission opposes any efforts to
rescind, weaken, or otherwise change the Antiquities Act of 1906, because of the capacity it
embodies in protecting and preserving objects of scientific and historic value to our nation.

RESOLVED this 27th day of June 2017.
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Witness My Hand And Seal Of Office
Deputy

Scott Krahling, County Clerk, Dona Ana, NM
Gerardo Barrera



